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Author of bis, are ſold by Mr. True 
at Ne Inn 6 1 Eta 4 Vie 

Sermon on the New Birth, _ at Feel 

A 3% Cima. Day, 1741. Th T | 

— Viſitation: Bae preached in "ey bc the 

Right Worſhipful the Dean of the Arches, on the 

211t of May 1743, at Seven Oaks in Kent. 2d ary 
A Sermon on the Faſf- Day, April.yuh,, 1744. 5 1 
A Thankſgiving Sermon for the Suppreſſion of * | 

Rebellion, on the nb of OZober 1746. 8 

* TrucWiſdonifrom's above : Or, Chriſtiani — 
the beft-Unaer - rug 1.7% in Matters of Religion A der- 
mon preached at BA Wickham in Kent, the 16th of 

March »45-6, at the F aneral of — W yg 
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E; 
, PREFACE. 
; N E great Defideratum, or prin- | 
+ cipal Thing wanting, is the 
; awakening formal and unmean- 
© K- " ing Chriſtians out of their 
os Security, Preſumption, and' falſe Depen- 
8 dences,--- the weak Eſay of this Diſ- 
courſe. But may not this be done 
8 « without drivin « $a to Deſpa 17 5 | 
"0 1 anfiver, ff, That Reaſon itſelf if bei 
us, no Good whatever can be looked for, 
S much leſs obtained, till the want there- 
9 


of is Heartil felt: And, 24%, For 
one Perſon | ir 08 is loſt through Deſpair, 
(even in the Ohector's Senſe) a thouſand 
periſh through Security and Preſumpriph, 


0 But alas | Can the World find out nb 
better a Term, than that contemptible 
one Deſpair, for our Lord's fundamen- 
tal Bleſing, the very beginning of the 
Chriſtian Hope, „ or SPIRIT ? 
2 O. 


» 


O where is our Church's * Right Judg- 


(iv) 


e ment in all Things!“ How 


contrary 
is the Spirit of the World to that of 


the Goſpel! 


* However, grantin g their Poſition, (for 
I would not contend for Contention's 
Sake) let them find out any 
they can, a ſtronger Picture of Dae 
than that of the natural Man aualen d, 


(for our Lord had ſaid unto him, Come 


out of the Man, thou unclean Devil ) in 
the. 5th of St. Mark, 7 the 
to the 11th Verſe : ef view bis 
in the 15th, /tting at + fel Feet, and 
clothed (again-in the 84 Likeneſs) and 
in his 2 2 (his primitive) Mind. Elſe- 


where he is repreſented in other Charac- 
ters of Deſpair (bopeful' I call on, 


tho” not in every one nece 


of Conviction) as caſt into the Fire, — 


into the Waters to deſtroy him, as 
thrown: on the Ground by the . 


Spirit, as torn, wallowing, Jeeming 3 ? 
Yet obſerve ;, be came out of bum, and 
hurt him not. 


1 
1 
„ 
— 
1 


where, if 


4 


To 


SN 


ſave his People,, for here is a Re -a State of Hi 


Voor iX D 8 


To whom ſiare he that they ſhbuld not 
enter into his Reſt, but to them that, 

believed not? So we ſee they could 

not enter in becauſe of Unbelie f.. 
| VER fince my Soul has been awaken'd” 
from its Death in Treſpaſſes and Sins, 
and has had ſomething of ſpiritual” 
; quickening in it; I have never read 
t 


e Paſſage in the OZ Te , to 
which the Apeſtle here alludes, without. 


Horror and Dread—without,. at the ſame Time, a 


Heart-rending Approbation of the Juſtice of Go 
and an afflicting Senſe of the Labelief of Profefforr— 


of Gop's nominal People, which has occaſioned him 


(contrary to that Love that is his darling Attribute). 
to let Juſtice or Judgment rejoice againſt, Mercy... 


2: The Text at- once ſhews Gop's Willingneſs to 


promiſed to the Believing : His Grief. at our Labe - 


lief ; for he profeſſes himſelf grieved at the unde» 
licuing Generation, . who, . becauſe» Unbelievers, are 
inwardly and outwardly wicked—do both err in hai, 


Hearts, and know not bis Ways: As alſo, that Unbe uf * 


{the curſed Source of all other Sins 1) is the damning 
Cn, as it excludes out of Gop's e 


A3 


of Grace here, and Glory 


| 7 — a Type of the World ; were delivered from. 


+ res, and real Miſeries of Sin !—that out of ſuch a 


in Egypt, or in the 


(6) 


% 


they foall not enter into his Ref: So wwe ſee they cannot 
enter in becauſe of Unbelief. 4 7 


3. The Paſſage referred to is as —_—_— 
melancholy. ; that out of Six hundred thouſa 

Six hundred thouſand Profefors (but outward Proſeſ- 
ſors} of Gop's own Neligion, who bad now quitted: 


as it is 


raoh—a Type ob the Devil :- redeem'd from the 
bewitthing-Plenty and Treaſures of Ky yp/, a wen 
as from the Taskmaſters, the Officers, and Burden 
of its Briek-kilne—as lively Types of the fancied Fles- 


umber of Souls, but /e of them entered into the 
Land of Canaan, the believing Caleb, and Fofhua,, 


the Son of ephunneb þ 
4 Theſe two Believers gave a good-and juſt Re- 


port of the promiſed Land, and were fo fro 


| in Faith,, 
that they were for going up at once to 


it aſ- 


| fared, in the Strength of the Lord, that they ſhould, 
See eech 1 


| fat Enemies, even the mighty 
Children of Au, who typified thoſe mountain Sins, 
which Faith only: ſubdueth. Theſe two Believers. 
I fay, were the only wo Men of thoſe who came 
out of & pt, that enter'd with the Children of u. 


believing Ifract into the promiſed Land; while the. 
Carcafles of their rebellious Fathers, who, thro” Un» 


belief, thought that God was not able to bring them. 
in, but that they and their little ones ſhould become a 


Frey; and who provoked him ſo oſten in the Wil- | 
- derneſs, even to the making themſelves a Captain t6 


return into Fpypr ; yea, to the wiſhing they had died 
4:46 ildernefs—while — 
1 ſay, of theſe Unbelievers, who haraned their Hearts, 


8 they had ſeen ſuch Miracles of Gon: 
Love and Power for forty Years—while their Carcaſs 
fes fell in the Wilderneſs, according to their on in- 
Adel and impious With, 83 * 122 
F K. With 


reafter, He has ſworn, | 


Men— 
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bellians, that had well ' nigtr overturn'd our Church 


. * Bleſſed be God ! this is true 


wobat Sin it, and t 


univerſally to reje& the Goſpel of Jer Chri 
and for which; abvve all others, = E 5 — 
lon ed with this People Tua r Stn! wh 
— cauſed 51 dow his Judgments 
even that /or t of . wh 
t ; even that ſore ld ans not looked upori — 
Ju it at all, but þ have been asd ase {il bapp 
under (for it ſeems Religion is e/tabliſhed among = 
Imean a Famineof the Word , a want of tlie C= 
deſigning (if it might be) by outward Chaſtiſements 
alſo, to bring us to a See ourſelves, which, alas ! 
"puff feeling to the other, we are ſentible of 
but not amended thereby, wiz. an . 
War, that has eut off thouſands of our fellow 
Subjects thoſe Tumults, Inſurrections, and Re- 


State. — That peſtilential Diſtemper among our 
„ which ut —— Computation has de- 
Moyed near an hundred thouſand of. the moſt aſeful 
— we have. * ; . 
| 7. Let w, L entrent a who is 
exalted a Prince and a bien, 1 GIVE” anch 
unto 1/rael, in order to Forgiveneſs of Sins ; and he 
will ſhew us the accurſad Thing that it in the midſt of 
vs, that has kindled the Anger oß the Lord Cry 


his People: 1 | oy”: 


raſa wad See) nur ps 
ral Liturgy, Articles, and Homthies, as far as the Letter can go, 
But where is the & rit ? Where is the Life and Practice thereof 7 


—* indeed are the Scriptures themſelves, from whenge they are 


„of greater Weight among us? Now what an Argument; 


ww by, is. this, of their Divine Original ! that they riſe and : 


12 n 
Ame vii. 11. 05 


8: Herg 


open the / 2 
mo rr which bach cauſed this 2 | 
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y . 
s GO D=— (Righteonſuef, and Peace, and in 
the Holy Ghoſt, or Holineſs and Happineſs, that Reſt, - 
Tee Ig Tens ts 
y we 7 in 
R al Proclamation, ** That ſo both we and; our 
people may humble ourſelves before Almighty 
Y Gop, in order to obtain Pardan of ou Sina, and 
may in the moſt devout and ſolemn Manner 
« 65 . 
averting vy Judgments, w 
«| "54 =" we ſtall noc only 
ery repenting we ſhall not ; 
{ce what is that Rift of Gon, 2 feel cur want 
{for Repentance is es is vching more nor leſs tan © pi 
— — of our awn Hearts ®). 7 
—— is, that has kept 
out of it, and w ni rs, tne Tl qa — 
Tea, /o bring us into it bere, that 
ked to enjoy it for aver, 


— an the Works, we 
$der that Ref ft here ſpoken of, both 12 2 — 


on — 


2d), What Undetc i, and how it eren 
Sem en enteting, or provoketh Goo OOTY 


NN his Rep. ” 


® Tha firſt Ropentance, i. 6 3 
340. 
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Man in particular was happy; he was happy withihy 
for he loved his God, and was dependant on him: 
without could injure him, for Heaven 
* and Earth, and every Thing in them were mild, 


is typically exp 


my 
* * 
, 
. . 1 * n 


* 


both diſpoſeth us for that Reh, and bringeth us in- 


4thly, 1 wilconclude alb with ſome proper Reflecta 


dns, or Queries rather, on the preſent State of God's 


Reſt—the Chriftian Religion, and from-thence app!y 
and admoniſh. % 2 a * 


And, 1/,, we. will-confider* chat Reft here ſpokeh 
and Anti-type, with regard to 
temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal Felicity. 2 


of both in the Type 


10. The great End of God's creating all Things, 


was not only his own Glory, but thaghe-might impart 


his own Happineſs, in ſome Degree, to them—That 


numberleſs Kinds of Beings might (according to tie 
feveral Capacities he thought good to give them) 

ix, or be happy in himſelf. 
ſal Happineſa (when he had finiſhed the Creation) ia 


e expreſſes this univer- 


one Word, Goodneſs. And Gop ſaw every Thing 
that he had made, and · bebold it was very good, that 
is, not only very proper for the Ends he defign'd 
them, but very happy. Thus all Things reſted in 
Gov, and continued to enjoy their Subfiſtence in him, 


% And nothing 


„ benign, and friendly to human Nature,” Thus 
— all Things, till Sin intruded to breale in 
on this Harmony. 

as he is call'd, and for whom the greater World was 
chiefly created when Man to diſbelicve to 
truſt no on his God: when he at the 
Devil Word, to be independent on God—to eat, (as it 


Happineſs ou? him in the Creature b was this 


happy Reſt diſcompoſed ; and Reſtleſneſs, and Diſap- 


34%, What Faith is, and ho- conſequently ic 7 


or when Man, the /ittle World, . 


reſſed) that is, to ſeek for RSH or 


C19)? 
intment, and Diſbrder, and Confuſion, and Un- 
ppineſs enſued. God curſed the Ground — the 
uni berſal Creature, in which Man (now ſought for - 

ppineſs aut of himſelf, he . curſed the {Earth for 
Mae Sake. In Sorrow was he henceforth te cat 
e it, all the Days his Life : For indeed the Crea- 


tore could no longer miniſter its Comfort, when the 
þ CREATOR was ſet aſide for it. Hence, ſays St. Paul, 
g the whole, Creation groaneth am travelleth-in Pain to- 
4 gether, waiting tobe delivered from the Bondage of Cor-, 
| ruption (that Corrgption that Sia brought in I] into the 
vr Coleus Liberty of the Children of GOD; that is, till 
n n being reſtored or created anew by Grace in 
o Zeſus Chriſt, the whole Creation (When the nc 
. Heavens and the new. Earth ſball be made) ſhall en- 
; Joy its original Felicity. 129114. a Y 1% r 
* i een ente n x 
re. 11, Now, ſachs the Goſpel (O bleſſed. Diſpenſa- 
at tion! muſt every corvinced Sinner ſay) and ſuch is the 
ne End thereof; even to re/tore all Things [——that in the 
Nt Dihen/ation of the Fulneſi of Times, GOD | might 
1 getber together in one 3 might reduce under one Head 
mn” (as. the original Word fignifies 7) one Head. of . Ree, 
ng and Union, and Happineſs, even Chriſt.; all, Thing 
tat that were ſcattered from Bliſs, through Sin. 


(for ſo great Evil had Man brought on himſelfthrough 
Sin, that he could not be reflored at once, till GOD. 
ſhould at furdry Times, and ia divers Manners pre- 
re him for the Bleſſing) this Ref, I fay, in the 
ype, was adumbrated in the promiſed Land—the | 
Land of Canaan—a Land, fowing with Milk and Honey; 
with Corn, Wine, Oil, Inreaſt of Kine, and Flocks of 
Sheep ; which was a Type not only of — 
Things to come, but alſo of all temporal Bleflings 
nod tb be enjoyed by Believers, who uſe the World, 
as not abuſing it, and in that moderate Uſe, have 


* aratigaMaierar Fac 1 Epb, i. 10. bs 4349: 34 


42. This Reſt, this Bleſſednefs. of the Goſpel, 
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Raiment to put on; + 
Meek, who | | 


* * 


the Earth (in the Light of 


do enjoy a Watt 

; 12. Now if ſuch were the * » 4 = 
Hyper, uſt the 1 
reel Reſt be — that priraa R | 50 16 


even Peace with God through, our Lord 4 


Juſtification, and begetteth an Arcos for us to 4 
_ thro Fefus Chriſi that Peace of GOD, which thers- . 
fore th all Underſtanding, which the World can i 
neither give nor take away !' So that the Ge Refs, 
in this Senſe, is nothing ſhort of that invaluable - 
Legacy which our Lord bequeaths to all his Beljevers, 
Peace I leave with you, PEACE I give unte 
you ; and which accordingly St. Pau! wiſhes an 
© the greateſt Blefiing to thoſe he writes, in the From 
of all his Epiſtles. 1 


14. This Reſt of the People of GOD, is, more- * 
over, a Reſt © Doubt, from all painful Un- 
concerning our Salvation,” For, as it 


60 r 
proceeds m that aith, that 7 5 
the Soul of Righteenſueſe, as = 2 


were] Conviction itſelf, It tteth' in the 
lieving 2. even a Demon ny the Words 


may be tranſlated +) of GOD's Love and Reconci» - 


"2 


* | xiv. 27. | ; 

Re may be faid People, What 

arr Tame ot apt the [el ey 
I to Vi z, Or , or 

Heart Þ Jab xvi. 8, I argue then from theſe Words, and u 

them, Whether a Believer now a-Days may not ſay, as well 

as thoſe of old, we know that we from Death unto Life? 


bat 
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( 13) 

zation to it through Chriſl— that his Wrath is nos 
tn'd away that there. is 20 Cond nation to them 
bat are in Gore Joſus, and who teſtify that they are 


ing no longer after the Fleſh, but after | 


15. This Ref baniſhes all Fear—all Fear that hath 
Torment=—all-F ear but that of offending a GOD that 
- loved the World! that hath ſhewed fuch Love to us 
in Jeſus | Chriſte It utterly: takes away all Fear. 
of the Wrath of GOD— the Fear of Hell the 
Fear of the Devil the Fear of Death! 5 


16. Again, this Reſt of Believers is a Reſt from our 
don Works—a Reſt from our evil Works (that are 
properly our 61) for they that are born of GOD com- 
it not Sin, his Seed remaining in them : Vea, a Reſt 
rom all Dependance upon our good Works as nerit- 
mg *'; and indeed * not properly our own, but 
lowing as Fruits from that Faith which GOD givetb,. 
yho worketh in us both to ewi// and to % Good, 
17. With regard to eternal Salvation that bleſſed 
onlequence of being Javed from the preſent evil 
Vorld—of being ſaved (in time) from Sin I this Reſt . 
a receiving the End of our Faith,even the future and 
verlaſting Salvation of our Souls. It is the refreſhing as 
he Prophet ſpeaks, after our Militancy is over. It is the 
Peſt ſays he, auhereruith you may cauſe the weary to reſt. 
\fter the Patience, that is, the Suffering of the Saints, 
hen the Voice from Heaven is, Bleed are the Dead 
bich dye in the Lord; yea, faith- the Spirit, for the 
eſt from their Labours. In a Word, that Re thoſe 
anfions of Peace and Bliſs in his Father*s Houſe, . 
hich all Believers ſhall enter into with Jeſus. 


18. Now, 24ly, let us conſider, what Unhbelief is, 

d how it bindereth us from entring into, or pro- 

oketh GOD to /awear, that we Pall not enter inte 

bis his Reſt. < EF 
W A *. 12 Articles 
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| (14) os aca 
19. As Unbelief [ama], implies Diflidence of, 
Diſtruſt in, Independence on, and Unfaithfalneſs 70 
GOD (the very Tempers the Devil ſpoke ine the 
Soul of Man when he ſpirited him up to rebel a- 
ainſt his GOD! ) It is impoſſible, that the unhappy 
ul, in which ſuch +e///5 Malighity remains, -ean 
enjoy the above-mention'd Harmony of the Crea. 
tion—can have a good Underſtanding with —or he be 
fo at one with GOD, as to enter into his Reſt, For 
Man's primitive Happineſs (as you have heard) con- 
ſiſted in this, that he, with all the other Creatures, 
depended on GOD. In this Dependance he was equally 
happy (in his Degree) with Angeli, and Arch: Angels, 
whoſe Felicity is neither more nor leſs than this. 
20. This the envious and malicious, as well as 
ſubtile, Serpent ſaw, and it added to his Miſery, that 
ſuch a Number of Beings ſhould be happy. And 
therefore his main Drift was to deſtroy this happy De- 
pendance, or Faith in GOD—this dark | Peace 
and Bliſs in him flowing from it. And conſequently 
he begins firſt to beget Doubt in the happy Pair, 
22 into their Hearts (how diffuſive, alas] has 
the Contagion been!) that Difidence or Diſtruſt, 
which his Sex Words were ſo pregnant with, Yea, 
hath God ſaid? His next Step, was to make them look 
to be independent, or to be happy ort of GOD in 
themſelves. And then he flicks no longer at the 
Blaſphemy of telling them, they fbould be GODS them. 
ſelves, with this abominable Lye, implying (his own) 
Envy in GOD, as an Hindrance to their further Hap- 
pineſs, that GOD 4, know it. 
2x. Hence you ſee, my Brethren, the firſt Source 
or Spring of Unbelief or Infidelity ; or the DEISM, I 
may call it—that proud Propenſity of knowing GOD 
without himſelf, without his Spirit! For indeed all} 
Knowledge in Matters of Religion aud Salvation with- 
pyt the revealing Spirit of GOD (however the Pride 
f the natura] Man may talk, it knows not what 
of the eternal Fitneſs of Things”) is nothing more 
nor leſs than the Subtility of the Serpent ®. You ſee 
here, I ſay, the Sink of Unbelief, It lowed from 84 


1 Lya 


' 0 15 ) 

Lyar, the Murderer from the Be mning—[t flowed 
from him into all his Children (for the Devil is the 
Father of all Unbelievers) and worketh [iv Toi; wg 
Tx; GIN eg] in the Sons of Unbelief or Diſobedience, 
So cloſe is the Connexion between Unbelief and Wic- 
kedneſs of Life, that in Scripture' one Word 

Can] expreſſes both / 
232. There is then ſuch Ignorance of, ſuch Enmity 
to GOD—ſuch Rebellion againſt his Will ſuch Di 
truſt of his All- ſufficiency - ſuch Alienation of the 
human Affections ſuch Oppoſition to his Holineſs in 
Unbelief, as, while it prevails in the Soul, muſt for 
ever hinder the happy Re. union of GOD and Man. 
And therefore it is, that Unbelief is the capital Sin 
the DAMNING SIN. For ad other Sins, our Lord 
tells us, Hall he forgiven unto Men, upon their be- 
lieving + ; but he that believeth not ſhall be damned ||. 
23. And as there is another Sin eſpecially, ſays he, 
for which there is alſo no Forgivene/s, neither in this 
World, nor that which is to come, it is not unlikely 
but that Unbelief (fo long as it remaineth) is 2% Sin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt"1 HE SIN UNTO DEATHY 
though it may be not a/ways that particular Specits 
of this Sin, that ſaid be bad an unclean Spirit, or at- 
tributed his Miracles to the Power of the Devil. 
Whether Unbelief be the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
1 take not upon me to determine, for there is a 
Cloud of (I fear falſe) Witneſſes, who all ſay, there 
* is no ſuch Sin in our Days.” But indeed it has 
theſe two /u/picious Properties, wiz. that IT alſo is 
irremifſible, or not to be forgiven, (SO LONG - AS 
IT CONTINUETH, I ſay;) and that it entirely 
oppoſeth the Work of the Spirit in Mens Hearts, 
whether convincing them of Sin, Righteouſne/i, or 
_— Whether proceeding from the FATHER F 
in Convictions of Sin; or from the SON in the Spirit 
of Adoption f, ſo ſpeaking Peace into the Heart; or 
4 See the _ Author's \Sermon, | ituled, True Wiſdom from 

above, or Chr ity (that j ; ö 
i Mater of 1 is, Un#ion) the beſt Underſlanding 

; t. xii. 31. . Mart xvi. 16. 

L Joby xvi. 8, 9. 1. 26.— vi. 44. | T Gal. iv. 6, 
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Reſt, and bringeth us into it, For now, that we 


| (16) | 
acting in his own Proper Capacity as making the 
Soul holy ||. And is it not too true, that the unbe- 
lieving World are as loud in ſpeaking againſt the Spi- 
rit—that ſpiritual Reproof, which ſhews Men, that 
they are /o/t and dannd Sinners by Nature, as it ig 
in Speaking againſt the Spirit's further Work, namely, 
Pardon and Peace with GOD, and then Holineſs ; 
that is, the Love bf GOD, fulfilling bis Law ? 
24. So eaſy is it to be accounted for, that ſuch a Sin as 
Unbelief is, not only diſtruſting GOD, but oppofing him, 
and defeating all his wife and kind Methods of brings 
ing Men to that Repentance, that muſt, 1/4, prepare 
and diſpoſe them for the Go/pel, and then ſpeak the 
Go/pel iclelf — Pardon and Holineſs / into their Souls 
that ch a Sin, I ſay, ſhould provoke God to favear, 
that ſuch Unbelievers (whillt ſuch they continue) ſhall 
not (nay indeed they cannot enter into his Reſt. 

28. But, 3dly, 4 roceed to ſhew, what Faith 
is *, and how it both diſpoſeth us for GQD'% 


have feen what the Devil has done to deſtroy Man's 
Happineſs, and binder him from entering into GOD's 
Rejt ; ſee we next the Way thy 

dom and Love has appointed for bringing Man back 


into his Favour. or his Reſt, 
26. Faith then (the Grace through which we are 


faved, and Hall be ſaved) as it is of divine Original, 
implies the contrary Graces — thoſe heavenly Tem- 
pers that are the rever/e of the helliſh Diſpoſitions 
that conſtitute Unbelief. - For gonſtance, as Unbelief is 
Jenorance of GOD, neceſ{urily flowing from Man's 
Pependence on the Devil to know Good and Evil IN-. 
DEPEND ANTLY of God: Faith is a /eeing and knows 


ing GOD _ by his own Spirit—It is ht Know- 


tedge of GOD through his Son Jeu Chri/t, which 
is eternal Life, now begun in the Soul, It implies 


i l Rom. viii. 15. Tit, iii. 5. 


* But the general Voice is, this is both needleſs and im 2 
tinent, in a Chriſtian Country, for, 60 every one knows what aitk 


4 is ; all ae Believets.“ 


conſe- 
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(27) 
conſequently a Truſt, Recunibency, . or Rehancr on 
GOD. As it was what conſtituted the Happineſs of 
Man before the Devi ſpoke the foreſaid Spirit of Ia 
dependence and Unbelief into him—as it made him 
little lower than the Angels, a bleſſed heavenly Crea- 
ture! ſo it muſt be the only Means {the great Obſtacle 
being removed, and his Sins atoned for through the 
Death of Chri/t) the only Means, I fay, of bringi 
in the Kingdom of GOD—his Reign NTO the 
(even Righteouſneſs, and Peace, a oy in the Holy 
Ghoſt) and then of bringing Man back again into 
the Favour of GOD—his former Reſ and Felicity— 
with this Advantage on the Believers Side, that the 
Faith of a Chriſtian ſo far exceedeth (if I may ſay ſo) 
the Faith of Man before his Fall, that he bath a 
greater Experience of GOD's Love, and Compaſ- 
ſion, and Mercy. Man indeed before his Fall ex- 
perienced that GOD was good, but fallen Man (a- 
waken'd and convinced by the Spirit—reproved of Sin; 
and accordingly, repenting and believing by the ſame 
Power) experiences his MERCY, which is enhanced 
Goodneſs—even Goodneſs to a Creature diſtreſſed, 
wretched, and undone, Even the Deiſt can ſay GOD 
is good, the one Talent of Reaſon and Underſtand- 
ing, which moſt Men crap up in a Napkin, being 
ſufficient for this. But the azointed one — the Chri- 
tan only proclaims him one, the Lord, the Lord GOD, 
merciful and gracious, long ſuffering, and abundant 


tions in Goodneſs and Truth, keeping Mercy for thouſands, 
lief is orgiving Jniquity, Tranſgrefſion, and Sin. The 
Jan's Chridian's Heart, who hath received the Bleſing 
IN. rom the Lord; and Rightcouſne/* from the GOD of his 
9 alwation, overflows with the Exuberance of GOD's 


Love. He is contiaually crying out with the Apoſtle, 
Behold ! what manner of Love GOD SO loved the 
World, that he gave his only begotten Son! O the 
depth of the Wiſdom and Love of GOD ! the exceeding 
Greatue/s of his Power to us-ward who believe ! the 
Unſearchableneſs of Chrift ! | | 
27. So evident is it, my Brethren, that as Unbe- 
lie excludes from the Ref? of GOD, even from that 
B 3 tem- 
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temporal Ref ; I mean the true allowed Enjoyment Wl #5 
of the Things of this World in the Fear and Love th 
of GOD: and much more, as it excludes from the P. 
Spiritual 1 from the Guilt and Pollution of fo 
Sin, in order to eternal Ref with GOD=So evident D: 
is it, I ſay, that as Unbelief” excludes from all kind Ct 
of Reſt or Happiheſs in GOD, ſo Faith brings all 


this Life, not only as they are cleanſed from all thoſe 
Tempers of the evil one (to mention only r 
Pride, and Envy) that render Men's Lives miſerable ; 
but as all Things are theirs, as they are Chriſt's 3 
and notwithſtanding all the Oppoſition they meet 
with from an unbelieving World, they not only ' po/- 
Neſs their Souls in Patience, but they poſſeſs the Earth ;; 
for their Will 7 one auithb GOD's, they love GOD, 
and enjoy the Bleſſings of the Goſpel (and his Lowing- 
kindneſs is better to them than the Life itſelf ] eviden- 
eing the Power thereof in their Hearts and Lives 
Spiritual as well as temporal Reſt and Felicity ! Peace 
and Happineſs ! Pardon and Holineſs! Love and O- 
bedience! Sure Marks of Faith! Of the original! 
happy Dependance on GOD, reſtored in the Soul! 
28. And fo I proceed, in the 4th place, to make 
ſome proper Reflections or Queriet on the preſent 
State of GOD's Reſt—of the Chri/tian Religion, and 
from theace to apply and admoniſh. 

29. Is Chriſtendom then (as it loves to call itſelf) a 
Chriſtian Community of People, as it is diftinguiſh'd 
from the Mahometan and Heathen World from the 
Scythian and Barbarian? Do the generality of thoſe 
that make this Profeſſion, mean any thing by that 
Divine Unction, which alone can make them Chriſtian? 
or indeed, is zothing (commonly) meant by it; and 
is it not rather become a Term of Sneer and Re- 

roach? Oh ! what a Weight of Guik | Are zhefe 
ople full of the Holy Ghoſt, and does this appear by 
their holy Hearts and Lives? Or receive they not the 
Things of the Spirit of GOD? Are they not Foolifh« 
net unte them? Or have they even heard, whether 
+ 1 Cor, ii. 22, 23. | 

there 


„ 
there be any Holy Ghoſt ? Does that choſen Generation # 
that royal Prieſthood ! that holy Nation ! that peculiar 
People, (as they muſt be, if they are Chriſtian) brew 
forth the Praiſes of him, wvho bath called them out of 
Darkneſs into his marvellous Light ® Do they glorify. 
Chriſt by receiving of his Spirit—that Spirit that ſhall 
take off his (even the Virtue of every Step of his Me- 
diation) and ſhew, offer, or reveal it, ſarwyſow] unto: 
them? And do they accordingly live /oberly, righte- 
ouſly and godly im this preſent World? Do they di- 
flinguiſh themſelves from the (deſpiſed) Pagans by a 
more Spiritual Worſhip—by that Devotion of the 
Heart, that flows from the Love of GOD into their . 
ordinary Life, and not confined only (even by thoſe 
who ſeem to be ſomewhat} to Times and Places? Or 
are they Chriſtian in whatſoever they do, doing all in 
the Name of the Lord Feſas ? Do they occaſion the 
barbarous Nations to admire not only how ** theſe 
* Chriſtians love one another; but how moral, how 
Jufi and honeſt in their Dealings with each other; 
how temperate and denied in themſelves ? Or are 
Cbriſtians (fo called) more remarkably profane and 
daringly wicked than any other Set of Men under the 
Sun? And may this be accounted for, in that the 
Devil not only rages more againſt the very Name of 
Chriſt, (eſpecially as nothing is generally meant by 
Chriſtianity among its poor Profeſſors) but in that Deifts 
or Heathens are under /ome Reſtraints of Rea/on, and 
the Law of Nature written in all Mens Hearts *, 
whereas nominal or pretended Chriſtians (through their 
Enthufi./m, or through that dead Opinion, —that miſ- 
token, fulſe, Dependance that vain Confidence or Pre- 
ſamption, which they call Faith) fin without controul ? 

30. And are theſe Things not only too true, con- 
cerning that apeſtate Part of the Chriſtian Church, 
the PAPACY, which, thro' the Traditions of Men, 
thro" Philo/ophy, and vain Deceit, after the Radi- 
ments of the Morlu, has eſtabliſhed many Things to 
ſet aſide the POWER of Faith (even that inward 
Experience of, and Conformity to, the Death and Re- 


®* Rom, ii, 24, 75. c ; 


| (29) 
farreftion of Fe/as Chrit +? Or is it not alſo 
of the — 2 „ N aber O that I could 
except the / which {through the Neglect 
of her own heavenly Doctrines) — a r 


He liveth, but is dead! and yet, tho” dead, flill ſpea- 


erb; but, alas I is not yet heard by thoſe of her own 
Communion, who neither force, nor practice her 
evangelic Truths —thoſe Truths! that lye buried in 
her outdated Articles and Homilies t; at the ſame Time 
that Dein and Popery, I mean Poi Doctrines, tri- 
umph over her. For what Man, whoſe Eyes are open, 
fees not the Prevalence of Dei/m? And indeed Po- 


pery is ſtill Popery 3 (and how many in this Land are 


diſpoſed to receive it in all its ſhining Forms I) Popery. 
is ſtill Popery, I ſay, (notwithſtanding the pompous 
Name of Reformation) where the Stre/s of Salva» 
tion is laid in any thing but the Power of Faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt, removing the Damages of the Fall, that 
1s, taking away the Sin of the World in the Guilt and 
Pollution thereof where the Merits of Salvation are 


laid in any thing but his Gpe/ THAT POWER 


OF GOD TO SALVATION ! 

31. Where then is Chr iſfianity literally that action 
that leadeth its Believers into all Truth that be- 
getteth a Conformity in them to Chri/?, aud maketh 
them experience his prophetical, prieſily and kingly 
Offices in their Chriſtian Hearts? Is it (generally 
ſpeaking) to be found either in p- or reformed Com- 
munions ? Where is that ant, that teacheth 
all Things concerning Salvation—both the awakening 
and calling the Soul, and then the reprowing it of Sin, 
Righteouſneſs, and Fuagment ? I; nat this unum ne- 
ceſſarium, this primum mobile, this main 5pring of Cod- 


lineſs—of Life and Motion in the Soul; the tumbling” 


Block to our Exgliſ Jews in particular; and Fool. 
iſnneſs to our deiſtic Greeks ? 
82. Who need to wonder then, that Cbriſtendom 
enjoys not GOD's Keft that it is outwardly ravaged 
Þ+ Luke vi. 40. Rom. vi. 4, 5. 2 Tim. ii. 11, 12. 
1 But why has it fared better with the Liturgy ? the Anſwer is 
too obvious, || Jobn ii. 20, 27. 1 Jobs ii. 20,27, ® Jobnxvi.8,9. 
with 
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with the helliſh Tempers—the un atiable Thirſt of 
Acquiſition and Dominion—the Injuſtice and Truce 
breaking the unbounded Ambition and Tyranny of 
its Catholic and me Chriftian Kings F—the raging 
of the Sea, the Madneſs of its People F=that it in 
plagued with War and Devaſtation—in ſome Places 
with want of Bread and Famine ; with _—_ kinds 
of Death, both of their Cattle and of themſelves 
that in general it is ſurrounded on all Sides with De- 
ſolation, and Dread and Terror ? yet who layeth it 
to Heart ? 2who turneth to him that ſmiteth them? 

33. There is no outward temporal Peace or Reft 
then in Chrifendom. And where is the inward and 
ſpiritual ? or indeed where is it looked for (except it 
be among a few ſuch Outcaſts as ye are) where is it 
even deſired as a Privilege, as a Blefſing of the Goſ- 
pel? Where is that People that, being ju/tified by. 
Faith in Chriſt, baue Peace wvith GOD—that are 
reconciled to GOD, and GOD to them | through-the - 
Death of his Son—that.therefore Foy in GOD : 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom they have (NOW) 
received the Atonement “? or where are the Chriſti- 
ans properly ſo called, who experience the [oryyuas] 
Inworking of the Spirit of GOD in an awaken'd, a 
orgiven, or a holy Conſcience—that Anſwer of a good 


ugly 1 i. 10. How much preferable is the Law 
ally of Nature footed in the Heart to an | unmeaning, uninfluen- 
* cing Chriſtianity? Take an Inftatice : Ln Non Conflan- 
het 


55 ug bring Advice, that the Aufrian Miniſter there, having 
made Repreſentations to the Porte about ſome Exceſſes committed 
by the Turks on the Frontiers of Hungary ; his Excellency re- 
ceived for Anſwer, that the Grand Signior had not only ordered 
this Affair to be inquired into, and Satisfaction made for the 
| Damage that may have been done by his People; (V. B. Had 
bling. this been done by the Chriſtian Powers, Chriſtendom needed not have 
bluſhed for the Violence and Injuſtice of her Sons, nor been pain'd 


'ool- for the preſent Rava 7 is. 
ge of War in her Borders) but that his 
Highneſs is Qtill diſpoſed to keep up a 2 with 
nom the Court of Vienna, and all. other Chriſtian Powers, not- 
age ng 1 antapes t ve bim oy therr ons. 
ged withflanding the Adv bey give bi beir Dlvuiſi 
Wifiminſter Foarnal, Saturday Feb. apch 17476 
10 . n. 18, 19, 20. | CET ' a 
er a r. Reconciliation, See Rem. v. 1. 


Cons 
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Conſcience towards GOD ? Where be they that have 
received Chriſt Fefus the Lord, and by thus believing 
receive Power to become the Sons of GOD * or 
where be they, that have the Wirne/s of the Spirit, 
that they are the Sons of GOD, being led by his 
Spirit? but I fear ye cannot bear theſe Words, ye 
venerable Men, ye ſolemn Dei/ts ! whoſe only Boaſt 
is your Reaſon and Underſtanding. Hath he not 4 
Devil, and is mad +, who ſpeaketh them? Riſum 
teneatis? and yet I will add one Word more, though 
ye laugh me to Scorn, IF ANY MAN HAVE NOT 
THE SPIRIT OF CHRIST, HE IS NONE OF 
HIS, that is, (I conceive) no Chriſtian, | 
34. To conclude. May my Words be carried to 
the Confines of Chri/tendom—as far as there be any 
that profeſs and call themſelves Chriſtian, that they 
may (NOW) be led into the Way of Truth—that 
they may hold THE FAITH in Unity of Spirit, in 
the Bond of Peace, and in Righteouſneſs of Life ! but 
elpecially, that as many as are yet only nominal an 
Formal, be admoniſhed from the fearful Example of a 
ence profeſſing and formal People, excluded GOD's 
Reſt—baniſh'd again and again for their Unbelief — 
led captive by God's Enemies, the Mirian, Baby- 
lonians, and Reman ; and now diſperſed as Vagabonds 
over all the Face of the Earth! Be admoniſhed (in. 
particular) ye People of this Iſland, to ſee this Day of 
your Viſitation ! = is it, that ye diſcern not the Sign 
of this Time F O lay hold of this Opportunity of em- 
bracing his Goel, which GOD once more offers you 
(as heretofore) by the deſpiſed, the fooliſh, the weak, 
the baſe: that no Fleſh ſhould glory in his Pre- 
ſence ||. He offers it you again, notwithſtanding ye 


* 


have provoked him ab forty Years, O do not con- 


tinue to rebel againſt him, as you have hitherto done, 
and to reject that gracious Hand of his, that would 
heal all your political and temporal, as well as pri- 


tua Sickneſſes. Begin, now at length, to mean 


ſomething by that Goſpel you have ſo long profeſed= 
®* Whni.12,13q. f Jobnx, 20, vi. 66. || "Read 
10. i. 8,.—41. | that 
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| | CHF ;-- | 
that Coſbel, which ſpeaketh glad Tidings to /o/t and 
— 15 however indifferent it may be to the 
Righteous * of our Day — to thoſe that are 
aubole. need no Phyſician, whom therefore the 
GOD of Love himſelf thought it would be in vain 
to call / 1 O that ye were ſick, (I mean) l yourſelves 
ſo! then would you lay hold of it. But 1 will pluck 
you out of the Sodom of your Unbe/ef, far I ſee you 
Anger. Eſcape then for your Lives, leſt ye-periſh in 
the common Calamity. Make haſte to eſcape, left 


GOD fear you alſo ſpall not enter into his Reſt. And, 


35. Conſider how patient and /ong-/uffering he has 
been towards you. Conſider it, by comparing your 
Caſe with that of the excluded Jews, and by wei 
ing our ſeveral Advantages againft each other. If 
we are under a better Covenant, and yet as fi nec led 
and gaimsſaying a People as they—lf their Law Di- 
pen ſation could not afford them that Life and Power 


to love and obey GOD, which the Ge, doth us, 


and yet we a more unprofitable and rebellious Gene- 
neration than them. —lf they were fo ſorely puni- 
ſhed for their Abuſe of the Shadow of the Gebel, 
the broad Light whereof we may enjoy—lf (to ſpeak 
yet ſtronger Words from the Apoſtle's Mouth) hey 


| eſcaped not, who refuſed him that ſpake on Earth, much 


more ſhall not we eſcape, if we turn awvay from him 
that ſpeaketh from Heaven. If this then be the Cafe 
with , when compared with them, I want Words 
to expreſs the Wrath that may be expeted—yea, 
that muſt fall on unhelieving end diſobedient Chriſtians, 
if they WILL continue in their Unbelief! 

36. And now, one Word to you that hear me, and 
I have done. As many of you as are fincere—as 
many of you as in Simplicity of Heart and Singleneſi 
of Eye are Chri/tian ; or in Brokenneſs of Heart are 
looking to be ſueb—ſtriving to enter as many of you 
as receive Chriſt Jeſus the Lord in the Power and full 
Import of theſe his divine Names and Offices (for 
THIS it is to believe) and accordingly walt in him , 
experiencing daily HIS Salvation from this preſent 

I Mark ii. 17. . of Col, ii, 6, 
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